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I SELL BOOTS - NOT PRINCIPLES!

’ Our griend, Joseph G. Marntin, of Barre, Massachusetts, 4is kind enough to nesearch
his excellent Local Librarny forn matenial refating to the Fales family. We have him to
thank fon Locating fon us the blograhphical shetch of a member of the Fales family of
whom we can be very proud, a man with the courage of his convictions. The man is John

M. Fales, and we thank you, Mri. Martin, forn yourn dintenest and help. The {oflowing is
from The History of Woncesten County, Massachusetts. i ¢

John M. Fales, the subject of this sketch, was born in Shrewsbury August 25, 1805,
and married Mary S. Trask, of Leicester, May 12, 1831, by whom he had Ann Eliza, who
married Dr. J. Blodgett, now of West Newton; George Henry, who married Laurinda 1. Tom-
blin, daughter of Lucious Tomblin, of West Brookfield; John, who died at the early age
of twelve years; Leander, who died at the age of seventeen years; Francis Theodore, who
married Esther Griffin of Enfield; and Mary, who died in infancy....

John M. Fales attended school in Shrewsbury, and afterwards went to Dedham, where :~e
learned the trade of making shoes. The trade he learned included all the branches of the
trade, and it is said that the first pair of shoes he ever wore he made himself. About
the year 1831 he went to Brookfield and there opened a custom boot and shoe shop. After
a short time his success in business warranted the initiation of a new enterprise, and
with good business qualities and ample experience he entered into the wholesale manufac-
ture of boots and shoes. In this business he was the pioneer in Brookfield, and before
his death which occurred in 1867, he established a large trade in which he employed

(Continued on page 3|
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John D. Fales, 72, Physicist

Huntington Station — John David Fales, 72, a
physicist and former vice president and director of re-
search of Surface Activation Corp. in Westbury, died
early yesterday at home after a long illness. -

Fales, who worked in the fields of electrochemistry
and kinetic energy, had been awarded 19 U.S patents.
His most recent was for Fantachrome, an electrokinetic
display demonstrating principles of chemistry and
physics. Created in his home laboratory, the Fanta-
chrome exhibits currently are located at the San Fran-
cisco Exploratorium- and the Museum of Scientific
Discovery in Harrisburg, Pa. o

Fales, a native of LaG , 111, had lived on Long
Island since 1965, He graduated from Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute in Troy, N.Y., with a bachelor of sci-
ence degree in organic chemirtry, and also attended the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

In 1940, he joined Union Carbide in Charleston, W.
Va., and was a senior staff scientist at the company’s
research institute in Tarrytown, N.Y.; from 1959 until
1964, He then came to Long Island and founded the
Westbury company. He remained on the board of direc-
tors when he retired four years ago.

Survivors include his wife, Marjorie; a son, David
B. Fales of Manhattan, and his brother, Edward Daniel
Fales Jr., of Lime Rock, Conn. . _

Memorial service, 11 AM tomorrow, St. John's
‘Episcopal Church, Cold Spring Harbor. The family
asks that contributions be made to the John David
Fales Scholarship Fund at Rensselaer Polytechnic In
stitute, Troy, N.Y. 12181.

JOHN FALES " DAy VEWS

John David Fales, a scientist and inventor who

was co-founder of the Surface Activation Corp. in,

Westbury, L.1, has died at the age of 72. Fales, whose
inventions include processes for treating the sur-
faces of contdct lenses and polyester fabric, died
Wednesday at his home in Huntington, L.L

Our condolences to the family.

§ Nathaniel“‘,}

N TINES >/z/;y
John Fales Dies at 72;
Scientist and Inventor

John David Fales, a scientist and in-
ventor whose patents included pro-
cesses for treating the surfaces of con-
E:td lwensa and of polyester fabrics,

i %1 at his home in Hun-
tington, L.1. He was 72 years old. 2

Mr. Fales, who was awarded’ 19
United States patents in electrochemis-
try and kinetic energy, was co-founder
in 1971 of the Surface Activation Corpo-
ration-in Westbury, L.I. He was vice
president and director of research at
the company when he retiredin 1979.

‘Examples of his work demonstrating
principles of ism and electrical
energy are exhibited in the Museumn of
Scientific Discovery in Harrisburg,
Pa., and the San Francisco Explora-
toreum, where he was recently artist-
in-residence.

Mr. Fales was born in LaGrange, Iil.
He attended the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology and graduated from
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. He
was a senior staff scientist for the
Union Carbide Research Institute in
Charleston, W.Va., and Tarrytown,
N.Y., before establishing the Surface
Activation Corporation.

.Mr. Fales is survived by his wife,
Marjorie; a son, David, of Manhattan,
and a brother, Edward, of Lime Rock
Station, Conn.

L]
Fales famlly bulletin ¥ay, 1984
v vl
q John DavidlO Fales g v
John Davic?'"L Fales died March,l, 1984. He was scended: Edward Dga iefgj. David

This obituany of Kenneth B. Fales appeared

Januany 23, 1984 in a Massachusetts

newspaper, probably in the city 0§ Worcestenr.

We have no gurnthern details.

Kenneth B. Fales

WARREN — Kenneth B. Fales, 80, of
South Street, died Wednesday at Wing Me-
morial Hospital, Palmer. He leaves his

wife, Emma (Barlow) Fales.

kins Machine Co. of Warren.

Private funeral services will be held
from the Doherty Funeral Home, 7 Bacon

St., Warren.

He was born in Gardner, son of Norman
and Caroline (Humfry) Fales, and had
lived in Warren for over 85 years.

He was a retired employee of the Per-
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(I Sell Boots - Continued grom page 1)

about one hundred and seventy-five hands. Before the war his business, like that of
other shoe manufacturers, was largely at the South but his adherence to principle saved
him when the war broke out from those serious losses which men less conscientious than
himself incurred.

In 1860, at a time when dealers at the South boycotted Northern manufacturers who
advocated measures opposed to the extension of slavery into the Territories, he was asked
in a letter from S. Kirtland, ome of his customers in Montgomery, Alabama, if he intended
to advocate the Republican cause. To this letter he made the following answer:

West Brookfield, Marnch 10, 1860
Dearn Sin,-
Yours of ghe 3nd inst. is received, ashing my views in negard to the Republican
Party, and saying, if 1 endonsed their prineiples you should not trade with me. 1In
feply 1 would say that 1 sell boots not prineiples. 1 shall vote the coming Fall,if
T am alive and well, for the nominee of the Republican party gorn president, and if you
bee f4t to give me your onders, 1 shalf be pleased to 4L them, but not unden any con-
sddenation will 1 sell my principles to seld boots.

Yours nespectfully,
John M. Fales

During the war he was successful in securing war contracts, and these he filled
with a promptness and fidelity which did not always characterize negotiations with the
government. After the war his business was largely in the West, and his orders were
received directly at the factory and filled without the intervention of middle-men in
Boston or elsewhere. ;

Mr. Fales, at the time of his death, which occurred October 27, 1867, was a member
in full standing of the Orthodox Congregational Church in West Brookfield, and made its
interests and prosperity his chief concern. He was an active member of the Republican
party, and as its candidate represented his native town in the House of Representatives
in 1847, and his Representative district, composed of Warren, West Brookfield and New
Braintree, in 1864.

Mr. Fales was a man of indomitable courage, firm will, strict integrity and judi-
cious benevolence. He sought no public station, and attended with thorough devotion to
the demands of his business, but whenever appealed to in the interests of the communi.ty
in which he lived, was lavish in the use of time and money to develop and promote them.
George H. Fales, the son of John M. Fales, was appointed town treasurer of West Brook-
field in May, 1887, on the death of E. H. C. Blair, and was chosen to that office by the
town at its annual meeting in 1888. Mr. George H. Fales carries on the business of the
manufacture of shoes at the factory occupied by his father, and is a successful business
man and an esteemed citizen.
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I was happy to see our part of the
Fales family in the bulletin (FFF Feb.,
1984). Something happened to my folk's
statistics. I must have given you the
wrong info. The date Bob Fales showed
for Oliver Waldo Fales is correct. He
was born in Roxbury, Mass., married
Alice Kimball, 2 September, 1926 in Bos-
ton, Massachusetts.

Thanks,

Walter Fales
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LETTERS TO LYDIA

The Fales Family, 1806-1856
by RICHARD B. JORDAN
Part II

Perhaps Esteban foresaw great economic opportunity for planters in the immediate
future, for change seemed to be coming to Cuba. The island had traded with privateers
and with other colonial areas during all of her history, but illicitly. Not until the
capture of the island by the British in 1762 did commerce become respected and encour-
aged. So too, was slaving. After cession of the Floridas by Spain, Cuba returned to
Spanish rule and was given many special trading privileges which helped in overcoming
the monopolistic trading practices in the Caribbean and North America. At the end of
the century Cuba was practically independent, for the wars in Europe isolated the island
from Spain. Free trade with foreigners was a fact by 1809, was legally proclaimed in
1818, and was reconfirmed in 1824. The tobacco monopoly was abolished in 1817. There
was of course much tension on the island especially between the native born Creoles and
the Penninsulars - those born in Spain -~ and there were feuds, brigandage, and faction-
alism, but beginning about 1820 there was economic opportunity for the industrious.

During 1824-25, the Captains-General allocated certain powers to themselves, cre-
ating a more authoritarian government, and it is this change that Esteban refers to in
his letter of March 4, 1824:

I presume our friends were apprehensive that the recent change in government here would be attended
with coercive measures, but no disturbance has occured, and it will I think effect us but very little; the
common pecple as yet are not sufficiently enlightened for a liberal gov't; it requires the work of time to
divest ourselves of Tlocal predjudices and early impressions.

At least in the ¢pring of 1824, Esteban felt comfortable in Cuba, and looked for-
ward to a profitable career as an estate owner-manager. But by fall, things had changed.
In September he writes: :

I am still in hopes to dispose of my estate here in a few months, & where I shall locate myself is yet
to be determined, as [ dread your long cold winters, but shall positively visit Bristol previously if life:is
preserved.

And later, in the same long letter, what seems to be an intra-family conspiracy be-
gins: ;

I understand of Cousin Grossman that sister Harriet was about to dispose of her Swanzey farm and at a
tow price; if it is the case I wish to make inquiry of some friend (in confidence) what the place is worth
at the moment {as estates with you are greatly depreciated in value) and at the same time get Uncle Smith
(or a tried friend) to enquire at what price it might be purchased ... but this [ wish you not to disclose
except to one or two confidential friends as you better know Harriet's unhappy disposition than myself.
After making the necessary enquiries please write me, as [ shall in some measure be governed by the advice
as to the sale of this place ...

Oh! What hath happened to Harriet?

The next letter is dated June 21, 1825, a long interval for this correspondence,
but perhaps understandable upon reading its message.

Dear Sister -

E're this reaches you, you will no doubt have heard of the insurrection of the Negroes in our part of
the country, which as to number was inconsiderable but the result was horrid; no less than sixteen whites
was most barborously butchered; among them a family with whom we have been on the most intimate terms of
friendship. Their names were Armitage (an Englishman by birth, but a resident in our Western States for
many years), he commenced a Coffee estate near ours & for three years past he was a brother to me and mine,
his wife an amicable young woman with whom our girls was always delighted to be with as she was always to
assist them in making drapes etc., and rarely two days passed without our seeing each other. His family
consisted of two amiable boys one of 16 the other 18 with a small son of three who was mangled to death

"letterns Lo Lydia" g8t appeared in S. P. A. Journal, Novemben, 1981.

/\i
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with the exception of the child who was preserved by one of Mr. A's mulato woman slaves who brot him to me
for protection and is stil1 with Phebe and will ever remain if his friends in the U.States do not send for
him. His father had twenty Negro slaves and treated them like children of his own, but they joined with
others as bad as themselves on the morn of the 15th instant at one o'clock A. M. & commenced their work of
death and after visiting other estates and getting all possible reinforcements appeared on the high road &
was anly two miles from our house at about six in the morning; your sister was in bed, as well as Harriet &
Thomas (Mary, her husband and Betsy had left us a few (no word) for Camarioca). I immediately called her
with all possible caution to escape from the house as the Negroes had risen (revolted) & as she was not in a
situation to ride on horseback & at the time it would have been impossible any vehicle and we dare not
approach the main road we took for the woods the unfreguented way where [ left her to join in endeavoring to
dispurse the assailants (as my Negroes were unconscious of what was going on}. On my arrival at the ren-
dezvous was advised to return and provide for Wife & family's safety. [ returned to Mrs. F and children who
went on foot for several miles where ! left them and returned to our own house & found my Negroes employed as
I left them without any symptoms of discontent & then took my family to a friends house where they are still
perfectly secure.

[ have great reason to be grateful that my Negroes are perfectly contented and submissive, had they
joined the insurgents no doubt our names would have been added to the killed, as we live retired from the
main road, however as the insurgent Negroes has no system they were soon diffused with a very considerable
loss & we have no small detachment of men here the Negroes have completely failed. We have rec'd an order
this day to spare no Negroes found in the woods & I have no doubt that if not all, the greater part of the
revolters will be killed this day, as dogs as well as men are in pursuit. I have slept every night on my
place without any white person & now feel myself as secure as in Bristol.

My dear sister you have no idea of such a scene. Poor Phebe showed more courage than thot she ever could
possess - she was expecting momentarily to be confined she past the trials of the day with heroism. [ have
not seen her the two days past but was informed this evening that she continues well if nothing new transpires
(which I do not anticipate) shall go and see her.

William poor boy heard of the affair in Matanzas & immediately came out, but finding us safe returned
the next day.

It was a shocking scene to see the dead bodies on the road. The Negroes bodies have generally been burnt
as they were in such a state that it was impossible to bury them, the Govt being too much occupied to order
funeral rites. '

We think now have no cause of fear & I beg you to tell mother Wardwell and our friends not to be alarmed
on our account, please present our best love. Shall write again soon I hope you will excuse all corrections
as I am writing like a soldier at his sentry box. But believe me as to yourself & Charlotte,

Yr Aff brothér

E. S. Fales

NB Should any new disturbance occur which I think improbable most certainly come on to Bristol with my family.

. L
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Letter No. 9 — Madruga, Cuba to Bristol, Rhode Island, a sthip letter placed
in the mails at Charleston, South Carolina Nov. 25 (1818), rated 27 cents, 2§
for over 400 miles and the 2-cent ship letter fee.

(Continued on page 9)


















