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We are indebted zo CLiffond D} Fales of Lakewood, Coforado fon the materiaf on
wnich the §ollowing stony is based. CLifford, an official witn the Local school dis-
thict , 48 a collectorn of antique woodworking tools. .

Amos P, FALES - INVENTOR

On ¥arch 7, 1882 United States patent No. 254,542 was granted to Amos Fales of
Denver, Colorado for a woodworker's plane of extraordinary design. Called a "variable
bench plane", Amos' invention combined various components to perform the functions of
over eighty different planes. Two succeeding patents were issued to Amos Fales on his
plane, No. 255,916 on April 1, 1884 and No. 348, 198 on August 31, 1886.

' "Sometime in 1883, he .moved to Rockfall, Conmnecticut, after reaching an agreement
wvith Otis A. Smith, allowing Smith to manufacture and distribute the plane.... Little
is known about Amos Fales, but he probably became a foreman or superintendent in the

shop. It is known that he received a total of $697.00 for labor and royalty payments
between 1883 and 1889."1

Photograph of one of the patented variable bench planes.of Amos P. Fales in the
collection of Roger K. Smith. The photograph appeared in his book. (Footnote 1)

(Continued on the next page)
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The basic plane was 10i" long x 64" wide, made of iron with rosewood handle and
knob and beech fence piece. As manyas 160 parts and attachments allowed the Fales
plane to perform the functions of many kinds of individual woodworking planes including
plow, dado, filletster, matching, sash, hollows, rounds, beads, side rabbets, snipe
bill, case molding, chamfer, quarter rounds, nosing and "y planes.2 A complete plane
sold for $19.25 in 1884 and $34.50 in 1889.1 :

It is not clear how successful the Fales plane was in the market. In one letter,
July 29, 1885, Amos Smith says: "Our FALES plane is having a big rum in the U. S. and
we think with a little effort you might sell. lots of them in Foreign Places."l 1In
another letter though, he sounds quite dismal about it:

We are sorry business is so dull it would not pay you to travel for the sale of p]ahes.
This is the slowest sale article I ever had anything to do with. There may be better times
but 1 see no indication of it. Mr. Fales thinks the only way to sell is to get agents that
are located to canvas. I am sick of the whole thing but have put out so much money in it
that | must stick a while longer.!

Although the Fales planes were manufactured until the end of 1917,1 Clifford Fales
notes: .

The problem was that with the 160-plus attachments and parts it was probably a doubtful
improvement. It would have been in competition with another combination plane - the Stanley
"45" - which was highly successful and had the extensive and aggressive marketing of the
Stanley Rule and Level Co. behind it.

1t is fairly common to see the basic plane stock in private collections, in antique
stores, and in mail-order antique catalogues but gquite unusual to see it complete with all
the attachments, cutters and accessories.3

Unfortunately we have no personal or genealogical information on Amos Fales hence
we cannot say where he fits in to the Fales family tree. When and where was he born?
Who were his parents? Coincidentally the Warren Dexter Fales treatise on the Fales
family lists an Amos Fales, a carpenter at Wilmot, Massachusetts descended from Jamesl
and Ann Fales. However that Amos Fales could not have been the inventor of the Fales
plane since, according to Warren Dexter Fales, he died in 1874. It is entirely possible
of course, that the inventor was not a descendant of James and Ann. Hopefully future
research may clarify this point. If we learn more, we will report it.

lsmith, Roger K., Patented Transitional & Metallic Planes in America 1827-1927; 1981, Lancaster, Mass.,
The North Village Publishing Co.; pp. 91-94.

2Catalog, William P, Walter & Sons, Philadelphia, c. 1885, cited in Smith, p. 93.

3Letter, December 26, 1983.

CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS:

Way back in Issue No. 3 of Vol. 1, May, 1983, on page 2, the name Warren Baxter FALES
appears in three places, the name Warren B, in one place. In all cases these should
have read William Baxter and William B. FALES. Thanks, Gene Fales, for noting this.

And in the same issue, page 5, Agnes DUNBAR should read Agnes DEVLIN; and the 3rd
child of Robert W.9 and Agnes FALES is JoanlO, not JeanlO. Thanks to Roberta Lee and
Robert Munoz for pointing these out.

Way, way back in Issue No. 2 of Vol. 1, February, 1983, on page 7, we show the name of
the 1lst child of Hoy D. and Anne (GARTON) FALES as Laverne Elroy FALES, b. June 6, 1918.
The correct name is Lu Verne Ellory FALES. Mr. Lu Verne FALES reports his date of birth
is June 22, 1918. He has also given us additional information on the descendants of

Hoy D. FALES which will be printed in an upcoming issue of the FFB.

William John AHERNE (see Vol. I, No. 2, page 4) married Laurel NIBLOCK on December 22,
1983 in Hanover, Mass. Laurel is from Vancouver, British Columbia. Congratulatioms.’

Congratulations too to Kenneth and Colleen Ann (AHERNE) RYAN (See Vol. I, No. 2, page &
also) on the birth of their daughter Crystal Ann RYAN on March 11, 1984. ‘
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FALES FAMILY REUNTON

SunpAY, SepTemBer 2. 1984 RAIN OR SHINE 9:00 a.m,-5:00 p.m,
BeLmonT Lake STATE PARK, No. BaByron, N. Y.
Schedule -

9:00-10:00 a.m. Registration - Coffee - Get Acquainted
9:00-12:00 a.m. Genealogy Table Open for Info Exchange
11:00-12:00 a.m. Childrens' Games and Competition
12:00 Noon Softball Game: L.I. against the World
(Bring gloves, etc.)
2:00- 3:00 p.m. Program:
' Introductions

‘Prizes and Awards

Talk on Fales Origins

Community Sing
3:00- 5:00 p.m. Community Dessert Table

The reunion will be held in a reserved picnic area of the famous Belmont Lake State
Park: Plenty of picnic tables and benches will be available.

In case of rain, we will move indoors to a reserved building.

Bring a picnic lunch or barbecue. A few fireplaces are available but if you have a
portable grill or Coleman stove, it may come in handy.

Bring a dessert for the community dessert table.

Recreation Facilities Available:

Kiddie playground immediately adjacent to picnic area
Softball fields

Basketball courts

Horseshoe courts

Rowboats and paddleboats for rent on lake

Bicyecle path

Nature and hiking trails

Refreshment stand

There is a $2.50 vehicle fee for parking.
All attendees must register - registration form enclosed - complete and mail to:
Mrs. Margaret Znaniecke,61-68 79th St., Middle Viilage, N. Y.11379
Organizing Committee

General Chairperson: Cynthia 0'Reilly, Wheatley Heights, N. Y. 516 643-6227
Treasurer: Margaret Znaniecke, Middle Village, N. Y. 212 335-1665 ’
Secretary: Dorothv Fales, Lynbrook, N. Y. 516 593-1975
Members: Eugene Ralph9 Fales, Ridge., N. Y.. 516 924-5418

James JaylO Fales, East Islip, N. Y., 516 277-0965

KevinlO Fales, Douglaston, N, Y, 212 224-4225

Robert McCluskey, Manorville, N, Y.

John Thomas? Fales, Lynbrook, N. Y., 516 593-1975

PLease RecisTer IN Apvance So We CAN MAake THE PROPER ARRANGEMENTS,

ALmosT 100 ALreaDy RegisTerep ! ! !
Belmont Lake State Park is located at Exit 38 of Southern State Parkway in the town of

North Babylon on Long Island in New York State. There will be signs at the parking lot
entrance directing you to the reserved area for the FALES FAMILY REUNION.
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LETTERS TO LYDIA

The Fales Family, 1806-1856
by RICHARD B. JORDAN
"Part III

Not since 1825 has Esteban made mention of selling his estate, or of returning
to Bristol for other than a visit. Similarly Sister Harriet seems to have solved her
problems, whatever they were. Then, in a letter datelined Siguapa, 22 January 1828,
these troubling lines appear:

... but the times have sadly changed within a few years & bears particularly hard on pianters,
for my own part | was fortunate in escaping with very considerable loss as | see no prospect of
any better times ... your produce comes very high to us at second hand while the produce of the
coffee planter cannot pay the necessary disbursements. Still we should be grateful as we enjoy
the best climate in the world and the soil is so productive as amply to repay the industrious
husbandman. My situation is far from penurious. [ have a competency (I mean economy and indus-
try) but it very far different from what I anticipated some few years since - but a truce with
disagreeables, let us look on the other side, my family with myself are in good health.

By February of 1830 Esteban's revenues must have increased, for he writes that
month that he will send the balance due on Thomas' education by the next vessel. And
Thomas is home!

We did not hear of his arrival at Matanzas until he made his appearance at home alone (as
William had accompanied him from Matanzas and remained a short distance behind) his mother could
hardly persuaded it was him as he had grown so much, he is constantly talking of you and wishes
you were here ...

Perhaps Esteban's financial difficulties were not always due to the vicissitudes
of the Cuban economy. In March of 1830 he writes Lydia asking her to collect a debt
for him from a James Fales (apparently no relation), and pens a note for her use in
making the demand. It reads:

Mr. James Fales
To Esteban S. Fales
To your note mislaid for a quantity of
Turtle shell . . . . .
Interest from Jan. 1st, 1814.
Siguapa, (island of Cuba), 24th March 1830

Mr. Jas. Fales: Dr. Sir, Please pay the above amount to Mrs.
Lydia S. Fales on order and oblige. Yr. Obd. Ser E.S.Fales

Great Scott! Esteban "mislays" a note for sixteen years? And then asks for six-
teen years interest? At three percent, that's on the order of $42.00, not an over-
whelming amount, but certainly a tidy sum in those days. No wonder Esteban had occa-
sional lean years.

Several letters from both Lydia's brother Esteban and her nephew Thomas during the
years 1830-33 refer to the weather, Thomas' difficulty in finding work, and his continu-
ing education, and of course everyone's general health and spiritual well being. Then,
in a letter datelined Matanzas, 25th August, 1832, Thomas writes of two developments,
one favorable, one ominous:

I have at last obtained a fine situation in one of the best counting houses in Matanzas
and it is now two months since I first entered it. The merchants name is Mr. Albers. Mrs.
Wilson can give you all the information you may require about Mr. Albers as he was on a visit
to Camarico a short time before her departure north, He left our post the 1lst instant on a
visit to Europe of several months. [ receive twenty dollars a month until his return when my
salary is to be increased. Am also found food and lodgings.
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Good news indeed! But . . .

Nothing new in this place worth communicating, and even the talk of the cholera
has entirely died away, some few weeks ago however nothing but the cholera was to be
heard from the native Spaniards and it is said several died of fright. I hear it has
been in New York and is at present in Philadelphia but hope it will not reach your place.

The next mention of ithe cholera" is in a letter dated 19th January, 1833,
from Esteban:

Your kind letter by Mrs. Wilson was duly received and gave us much pleasure to
hear that you and Charlotte was in good health, with our other friends as we antici-
pated bad news from learning the Cholera had made its appearance in R.I. ... from its
malignant nature we had reason to fear that many of our friends had fallen victims and
we greatly feared we should have the same here, but an over ruling Providence as yet
has been our shield ... our most knowing physicians declared it would make its appear-
ance here in the month of October last, but thanks be to God we are yet preserved from
its baneful influence, but should it be permitted our situation in Cuba must be deplor-
able for several reasons: lst our cities are dreadfully filthy, 2nd, the streets being
very narrow and the houses high {particularly in Havana) prevents a free circulation of
air, 3rd, the police are a mere nothing as they depend more on the Turkey Buzzard than
their exertions for removing the filth from the streets, 4th, want of good medical as-
sistance, which by your N. papers is needed & "true it a pity, and pity its true" that
most of our practitioners are merely charlatans.

Esteban paints a very ugly picture of contemporary Cuba. Yet he has good news
too, describing his son's employment in the counting house:

His employer is a complete German Gentleman & very strict with his clerks but very
warm in his friendships. After taking Thomas in his Counting room (altho many appli-
cants offered) withou salary, in two days after he kindly told him his salary was $20.00
p/mo and boarding (which will be equal to $40 p/mo) in a few months it should be raised
to $70 ... Mr. A is expected back daily from Europe. He allows Thomas to visit us once
in two weeks ... :

< q ¢
LA '
. 5
, . Letter No. 21 - Matanzas, Cuba
! & to Bristol, placed in the mails
@& { at Warren, Rhode Island Feb. 8,

(1827) rated 8 cents, 6 cents for
not over 30 miles and the 2-cent
ship letter fee.

The dread of cholera, small pox, Guinea worm, slave uprisings, all seem part of
living in early nineteenth century Cuba. Life did go on. And in a letter written only

a month after Esteban's, Thomas, with a refreshing change of style, comments on late de-
velopments: ’

I now have the pleasure of informing you of the marriage of my sister Betsy to Mr.
John Mays and also that Harriet or rather Mrs. Munrce has a son and as | am told a very
handsome boy. [ suppose they think so at least. [ have not yet had the extreme plea-
sure of seeing my youngest nephew but how a child of ten days of age can be anyway

(Continued on page 9)
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{Continued 4rom previous Lssues)

THE FALES FaMILY oF CHARLEMONT. MAss,
Compiled by Merton S. Fales up to 1940
Updated and edited by Allen R. Fales as of 1974
Qi iv. AA Seventh Generation (concl'd)

s48 Electa Lyman7 FALES, 5th child of James Hervey6 and Elmina (CLAGHORN) FALES, was
born May 22, 1834 and died March 28, 1878. After the death of her sister Mary, she
married John BAKER, her sister's husband. Their children are listed below. MRINM 1 €&

551 Mary Elmina’ FALES, 7th child of James Hervey® and Elmina FALES, was born July 19,
1840 and died May 23, 1863. She married John BAKER on February 16, 1860 and had two
children: MAIN 187

BAKER:

324 1. Howard, b. 3d. .
559 2. Elmina, b. ,d. .

sy Children of John and Electa Lyman (FALES) BAKER:
5

3. Guilford, b.__;d.__.
551- 4, Alden, b.__; d. Dec. 30, 1940.
P AR 5. Willie, b.__ 3d.__ .
553 6. Fannie, b. Aug.31, 1869; d._ - .
%% 7. Catherine, b. Jan. 1, 1872; d.___
555 8. Marshall, b. Feb. 8, 18755 d.__ .
55¢ 9. Cora, b. Mar. 14, 1877; d.__ .

Rosamond Adelia’ FALES, 8th child of James Hervey6 and Elmina (CLAGHORN) FALES,
was born July 17, 1844 and died March 10, 1874. She is buried in North Evans. She
married Alden SHEPARD of Derby, New York on October 6, 1864. They had 7 children of
whom 3 grew to adulthood.

R ~#  SHEPHARD: s
567 1. Alvin, b. August 21, 1865; d. Apr. 13, 1951, MK/ 9
518 2. Hervey, b. s d. .

579 3. Baby, b.__3d.__.

5¥e 4. Clarence, b.___; d. Dec. 19, 1937.
Fg 5. Frank, b. Jan. 19, 1871; d.__ .
S 6. Charles, b.___ 3d.__ .

[of- 4] 7. Rosamond, b.__ ;d.__ .

B After the death of Rosamond (FALES) SHEPARD, her husband, Alden B. SHEPARD, married
J58% Helen E. SIKES, sister of Emma L. SIKES who married George Porter® FALES.

Eighth Generation

George Porterd FALES, THE FIRST AND ONLY CHILD OF George Byron PORTER and Jane
Clary (FALES) PORTER, was adopted by his grandparents (and given their name) immedi-
ately upon his mother's death, ten days after he was born. He was born February 5,
1850 and on August 25, 1874 married Emma Louisa SIKES. She was the daughter. of William
S. and Mahala (JONES) Sikes. George Porter® FALES was born in a house stilk standing
on the south (lakeside) side of the main street of North Evans, at the end of the
street near the Eighteen Mile Creek Hill. His father, George Byron PORTER, a Daguer-
rean by vocation, was born in Hambur, Erie County, New York in February, 1824. His
mother, Jane Clary (FALES) PORTER, died of puerperal fever on February 14, 1850.

The early boyhood of George Porter8 FALES was spent on their farm on Eighteen Mile
Creek, but after the death of his grandfather, James Herveys, his grandmother, Elmina
moved into the village and George grew up in the cottage next to the Congregational

Church of which he became sexton. In his early twenties he went to Buffalo and entered
employ of the large mercantile establishment known as Barnes and Bancroft.
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He had known Emma SIKES throughout his boyhood and youth, having grown up in the
same church and sung in the same choir. After their marriage, they first occupied an
apartment in the house at the northwest corner of Court and Morgan (now South Elmwood)
Streets in Buffalo, where their first child, Clara Emma® FALES was born, March 25, 1879.
They moved from there to 207 Carolina Street where their second child, Merton Sykes
FALES, was born on his father's birthday, February 5, 1882. About a year later they
purchased and moved to 205 Vermont Street where their third and last child, Roy George9
FALES was born May 22, 1892,

In 1886 a weakened heart necessitated his resigning his position with Barnes and
Bancroft and taking outdoor employment after a rest of two years. In 1900 for business
convenience they moved to 207 Carolina Street where they remained until his death, Sep-
tember 8, 1915, at the age of sixty-five years. After his death the family moved back
to the old home, 205 Vermont Street, where Mother FALES (Emma Louisa (SIKES) FALES)
died on February 7, 1926.

Both George P.8 and Emma Louise (SYKES) FALES were laid to rest in the old cemetery
at North Evans, New York. Throughout their days they were devout and sincere Christians,
as indeed the generations of Fales have been. In their early years at North Evans they
were members of the Congregational Church, but after removing to Buffalo, for reasons of
convenience they united with the Presbyterian Church on the circle.

Both sons left home at the usual age, but daughter Clara was at home, the joy and
stay of her parents to the end. The three children of George Porter8 and Emma Louise

Row \I§SYKES) FALES: M@rv— A
NIN-
<k 1. Clara Emma%, b. Mar.25, 1879; d. Nov. 27, 1962; m. Rudolph Lynn ELLITHORP (9
; Aug. 2l§ 1923.
Siv 2. Merton Sykes?, b. Feb. 5, 1882; d. Aug. 27, 1953; m. Isabella McCRAY Sept.ljgg
22, 1908.
512 3. Roy George9, b. May 22, 1892; m. Jessie Donalda McBAIN June 30, 1916. 199
518 Ellen Adelia8 FALES, lst child of Lucius’ and Lois (HICKS) FALES, was born Decem-

ber 30, 1858 at North Evans, New York and died April 12, 1941 at North Evans. She mar-
5 | ¢l ried Judson FRARY on July 30, 1879. They lived their lifetime in North Evans and had 174
one child:
, FRARY:
510 1. Grace9, b. Oct. 27, 1884 at North Evans; d. Nov. 29, 1967 at North Evans,

unmarried. She attended school in North Evans and Angola, and Buffalo
Normal School. Grace? worked for a while as a secretary, and also taught
school, possibly at Woodlawn. She retired and spent the last of her
years in her family home at the top of 18 Mile Creek near grandfather
Lucius's (Lucius Allis/ FALES's) home.

(&%) CharlesH.8 FALES, 2nd child of Lucius’ and Lois (HICKS) FALES was born March 30,
1861 at North Evans, New York and died April 20, 1936 at Corry, Pennsylvania. He mar-
ried Catherine SMITH on February 7, 1888 at Buffalo. Sometime between 1890 and 1900
they relocated on a farm near Corry, Pennsylvania where they lived the rest of their
lives. They had two children:

éwg/ 1. Florence9, b. July 6, 1890 in Erie County, New York; d. Mar. 29, 1907 at Corry.

54 6 2, Clifford9, b. Aug. 6, 1899 at Franklin, Pennsylvania, unmarried. He has been
a resident of Corry since childhood, and resides there today (1974). He
was employed in the construction business.

5.9 Rosamond Elvira8 FALES, 3rd child of Lucius’ and Lois (HICKS) FALES, was born on
March 22, 1865 at North Evans and died there on June 3, 1952, She married Henry Cla-
rence BREMER on April 2, 1885 at North Evans. He was born at North Evans on December 26,

1856 and died there on November 29, 1923. They had 3 children: 1806
BREMER: .
§%) 1. Mildred Ruth, b. May 2, 1889 at North Evans; d. Aug. 3, 1933, unmarried.
{37/ 2. Blanche Ellen, b. Dec. 13, 1892 at North Evans; d. Oct. 8, 1967 at Santa
Monica, California; m. Robert a. WEBSTER May 17, 1918. e
537 3. Thornton, b. Nov. 19, 1898 at North Evans; d. Mar. 26, 1899 at North Evans.

(Continued on the next page)
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( Charemont) ‘o .
v <A Mg~ R
_ Alanson G.8 FALES, 4th child of Lucius? and Lois (HICKS) FALES, was born December ~
y2¢ 28, 1867 at North Evans, New York and died June 20, 1948 at Big Flats, New York. He o
married Martha Hyatt. They did not have children and apparently died in Big Flats. [

538 James Hervey8 FALES, 5th child of Lucius’ and Lois (HICKS) FALES, was born June 10,
1872 at North Evans and died September 4, 1938 at Derby. He married Amy SCHULTZ on 193
January 6, . She was born April 9, 1889 at Buffalo, New York and died July 8, 1935
at Derby. They had 5 children:

54/ 1. Grace?, b. Feb. 13, 1912 at Derby; m. Robert COLEMAN.

597 2. Lois9, b. Aug. 23, 1914 at Derby; m. Thomas REAMSNYDER.

547 3. Robert?, b. Aug. 21, 1915 at Derby; m. Julia WADO.

Loy 4. Charles9, b. June 5, 1917 at Derby; m. Norma KRIEGER at Lancaster, New York.

She was born May 12, 1927 at Lancaster.
595 5. Rita May?, b. Feb. 19, 1919 at Derby; d. Sept. 17, 1967; m. John MURPHY.

Lois Bertha8 FALES, twin child with Lucius8 below of Lucius/ and Lois (HICKS) FALES,
died exactly one month after her birth: born February 22, 1875 at North Evans, died
there March 22, 1875.

sl Lucius Berton8 FALES, twin child with Loig above was born February 22, 1875 and 1&g
died February 9, 1940, He married Helen Schuman and they had 2 children:

Lol 1. Russel B.9, b. Oct. 7, 1909; m. Viola . 2.0 ¢

Lo 2. Roger RJ, b. Aug. 13, 1917; m. lst, Ruth s m., 2nd, Patricia JENSEN. 2‘77}cf

42 Edith M.8 FALES, 8th child of Lucius’/ and Lois (HICKS) FALES, was born March 11,
L7 1878 at North Evans and died there August 1, 1968. She married Richard Frost at North /8%
Evans on August 8, 1905. They had 1 child:

FROST: 2
b0 b 1. Whitney, b. Oct. 15, 1909 at North Evans. He married lst, Dorothy SHAPKER
who was born Jan. 22, 1912 and died Sept. 4, 1937; married 2nd, Annette ¢ 0 9
HAZARD on June 15, 1940 at North Evans. She was born Aug.l, 1916. 2o
5»5: William Everett8 FALES, 9th child of Lucius’ and Lois (HICKS) FALES, was born
August 23, 1883 at North Evans and died October 10, 1940 unmarried.
gqﬁ Arthur LaVerne8 FALES, 10th child of Lucius’ .and Lois (HICKS) FALES, was born Mayl4,

1888 at North Evans and died there September 21, 1888. ,

o Nancy Ethel8 FALES, lst child of James Hervey’ and Julia (LAKE) FALES, was born a
éb August 25, 1861 at North Evans. She married = HIBBARD., They moved to Chicago and L 81
had at least one daughter.

{To be continued)

Dear John:

Thank you so much for your response to my recent letter. I have just forced myself
to drop this note. Because of my vision problem it has become more difficult for me to
write but I'm trying to force myself to try to communicate with you.

Frank had not told me of his request fdr-information to you so I must apologize for
the duplication. I believe the fact that you did not receive more feedback from your
notice is a good sign. Thanks again for your:-kindness.

Robert Fales
Endvwell, New York —~

(Ed. note: The "Frank" referned to above 48 Frank "Never" Fales of San Jose, California

who wrote Last yean inquirning about Fales descendants with histonies of visdion probfems.

See FFB of August, 1983, page 3. Very few responses were received suggesting there is no
unusual incidence of eye disease among Fales descendants.) '












