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/ Affair at Tampa, Florida pet i -% ol

No, not & love affair, this was an affair of war, one of those backwater encouanters too
insigniﬁmttobe called & battle, more than s skirmish; in the language of military records, “an
air". It occurred during the Civil ¥ar in which so many members of Fales families fought and died.
One of the army reports of the “Affair at Tamps, Florids™ mentions Acting Naval Master Fales of the
back / L. Davis The mention of Capt. Fales is included in the May 10. 1864 report of Col. Stark
Fellows, Second U. S. Colored Troops whose men were also invoived. We quote from Col. Fellows' report:

Alter the party sssigned for the west bank of the Hilisborough River had been landed at Gadsden's Point the
smali boats (nine in number) were filled with the Second Florida Cavairy, about 140, the Second U. S. Colored Troops,
35 in number, and sbout 30 seamen uader Acting Naval Master Fales, of the bark J. L. Davis. This [orce was designed
to operate by way of the neck of jand between Hillsborough River and the marsh. so as to enter Tampa from the nocth.
A landing was effected at the head of a small by near Point Deshow, about 3 miles [rom the city, at daylight Priday,
May 6, 1864. Captain Greea, Second Flecida Cavairy, was immedistety sent forward with a party to arrest all persons
whem he could find for the purpose of gaining infermation. Lieutenaat McCullough soon foltewed with the advance
guard and at the proper distancs came the maia body. Captain Fales, of the Davis, and the seamen under him joined
the land forces. . . . Captain Crane, Second Filorida Cavalry, with 2 small party, proceeded to the hets| and arrested
some of the leading citizens, while the main body doubie-quicked to the battery at the mouth of the river. The
surprise was too compfete to alfow any opposition to be made. A few who were near the river attempted to escape to
the other side: { waa shot dead. and 2 or 3 wounded, when these who had not eacaped surrendered . . . .

Mlkiumpnitinmmlmmrpﬂnwlﬁckmdmw Florida Cavairy, attention was turned to
the public property in Tampa. The naval party under Captain Fales captured a sfoop foaded with cotton, and aiso
cotton on shore sulficient to make in alf about 50 bates. The Confederate mail was secured and forwarded to Geperal
Woodbury. Saturday the battery. consisting of three 24-pounders mounted on barbette carriages. and two field
pieces, 6-pounders, were destroyed. The heavy guns were disabled, and the 6-pounders were brought away with us.
The magazine and earthworks were destroyed by burning the timber revetments. The greater part of the ammunition
and projectiles was thrown into the water, a3 well as some old muskets. A part of the property belonging to the
fighthouse at Egmont Key was found and brought away. About $6.000 in Confederate money was secured. which 1 have
ferwarded to General Woodbury. The prisoners taken numbered 39, but 20 of them were relexsed, {or various reason.
Having secured ail the property, it was dedided to embark again Saturday p. m.

The remsinder of the report covers the return of the raiding party to their ship and is
routine, except for some brief concern that the Confederates “were collecting about 5 miles away to
make s dash for Tampa™. It turned out that what they had in mind was, under flag of truce, to ask for
the return of the wife of the Confederate Commander, Col. McKay, who apparently was among the
prisoners. There is no further meation of Captain Fales.

Who was Captain Fales? The report gives no other details about him. It is not even clear
whether the bark he was commanding was U. S. Navy or merchant marine. Perhaps some reader
knowledgeable about such matters, or s student of the Civil War would like to research the appropriate
records and help us identify Captain Fales. It would be nice to be sbie to place him on the correct
dranch of the family tree.

The report of Captain Fellows appears on pages 390 and 391, Chap. XLVIL S. €., Fla., 8ad on
the Ga. Coast from The Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armics, War of the Rebellion
U.S. Var Department. We are grateful to our correspondent and friendly Fales family researcher. Mr.
Joseph Martin of Barre, Massachusetts for finding it and sending us a copy.
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i ( As noted in the last isswe, we are irying (o catch up on some of the interesiing

lelters received from resders over Lhe Iast yesr or two which we have been unsble lo
print earlior because of space limitstions.

7The following lotter, dated Auguse 18, 1983, was received from james I. Fales of
Centerbrook, Conneclicut in response (o our conltact of him. We bad been referred to
bim by Robert Ordwsy Fales (See Fales Family in America FFB I Nos. £ & 5).

Dear Mr. Fales:

1 was very much interested in the Fales Family Bulietin you mailed to me, and would be
interested in receiving others, and if there isa ch pioass bill me.

Ve stopped to see Mrs. Raymoad Fales in W Mass., several years ago, and her soa Robert.

As Mrs. Fales was s vidow for many years, and hor son made & homes for her, or lived in her homs,
they speat a great deal of time ressarching the Fales line in her family. I belisve she had ten books
gum Fates informstion, plus some original signatures xoroxed. (74ey s/so made)two trips to

Iouofnymmwnmqyﬁnouphm«hpmnﬁmmfmnherﬁainguvc
are reisted to Nathanisl, and Mrs. Fales to his brother David. We took 2 photo for her of David's grave
stone. This had the verse on it st the end of her sheet that has the last line, “he dropped like meliow
fruit into his grave.”

We do not own & house in Thomaeston, Maine, but the houses of David and Nathaniel are still in

good shape and lived in. Nathaaiel buiit the first frame house in Thomaston. in 1786, ss he wasboth 8.

carpenter and sos captain. I belisve it was first built for his son David.

Eaton'’s History of Thomaston, Rockisad and South Thomaston, was published in 1863 sad the
Thomaston Historical Society has reprinted it, and both volumes seil for $25.00, total. There are five
generations of the Fales family listed and an index showing 43 different Fales's in the books. Eston
made 8 mistake in that he ssid that Nathaniel of the 4th generation was s son of james III. [am
enclosing s copy of & Merton Sykes Fales letter, (Soo Lales Family of Charlemont which begaa
in FFD I, No. 5 sad is still ruaning.) which he researched and mailed to Mrs. Rsymond Fales.
She gave me the copy. (7he Mertoa Sykes Fales letter is copied below.)

If you do not have s copy of Eston's book, I would be giad to xerox ail the sheets where s Fales is
mentioned and mail them to you. DeCoursey Fales of N. Y. City. also had a book researched and
published named, ; MR i : ". 1 heve xeroxes of this up to and
including Nathaniel of the gonerstion, if you would like 2 copy. The book is very herd to find, I
could not got one.

On 12-24-77, I noticed a write-up in the Boston paper, telling how Ofiver Fales and his wife had
been beaten up by a couple of intruders. I sent s copy of this to Mrs. Fales. Oliver was her brother in
law, but she had not heard. She later found that they were both in nursing homes. On 8-9-82 I found
vhere Oliver had died and maifed both of the clippings to her on a copy of her geneslogy. Oliver died
8t 98, 50 guess, 0 far, was the oldest Fales. My sister died back in April st 95.

I am enclosing a card tefling of & sioop, built in Maine and re-registered in New London,
Connecticut. The David and James Juniors, are childrea of Thomaston 4th generation. For some
reason, in the carly days, they named s child after their brother (wao fsd died), and called it
Junior. Have seen this many times. (74e card resds: Sloop Resolutiog of Thomaston. New
London KReg. 9-29-94. Leagih 55' 10°, beam 20' 9", depth 7- 1/2°, toas 90/95. Built st
Bristol, Maine in 1792 per sarollment No. 15 issued st Viscassot, Maine 5-12-94, now
surveyed for oxchange or register. Probdably forcign instead of coast wise) Owaers-
Heary Youvag of Cushing, Mass., Ebenezer Thompson, Erekie! G. Dodge, David Fales Jr.
James Fales Jr., Simon Mclellsa, sll of Thomaston sad Robort Henderson of Cusbing,
Mass. antcr- Henry Youanyg.)

Again, will thank you for all the material you mailed me, and would appreciate any other. You

AN
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write to my brother, Henry W. in Saddle River, N. J.. but he mailed it to me. I mai

Sincerely,
James N. T.Fales

TAis is the text of the letter from Merton Sykes Fales referred to sbove:

2735 Maryiand Avenue
Baitimore, Maryliand
August 14, 1940

The Boston Transcript

Boston, Msss.

Dear Sirs:

In your genesiogical column, under date of February 14, 1938, R.D.F. uader heading
of “Fales-Atwood" anewers question #3210, of L. E. S., dated December 4, 1936.

RD.F. states that Nathaniel Fales was born 1693, son of james Fales (3). Will
l.D.F.(kil)ldlvmoprod both as to date of Nathaniel's birth and as to his being the son of
James (3)2

/ The oaty record ss to Nathaniel's parentsge of which ! know is that found in Cyrus

Eaton's "Histery of Thomsston, Me,” where it is stated that N iel fo Bradlord w33 son of
James 3rd. | beliove that this record jg yrong and that Nathanie! was son of james 2nd and
brother of James 3rd, for the foliowing reasons:

1. Nathanie! Fules died September 28, 1737, in his 4ist year (Bradford Vital
Records). He therefore must have been bern in 1696 or 1697, not 1699, as stated by R.D.F.
James Fales 3rd was born in 1680 (Dedham Vital Records). James 3rd was therefore only 16
or 17 years old when Nathaniel was born, which makes it quite improbable that they were
father and son.

2. James 3rd in his will dated April 19, 1768, mentions his son Eliphalet, and
seven granchildren all of whom were the children of his decessed daughter Mary; but he
does not mention any of Nathaniel's children.

3. No record known to me, except the statement by Faton mentioned above, gives
Nathaniel s son of James 3rd.

4. James 20d in his will (see Appendix DeCoursey Fales' “The Fales Family of
Bristol, R. 1.°) deces mention a son Nathaniel.

S. James 2nd in this will evidently names his children in the order of their birth;
Nathaniel's name appears just where it ought to be according to the spacing of the children
according to known dutes of birth.

6. James 2nd in this will gives “To the heirs of my Son Nathi . . . thirty shillings . .
. my said son having had in his Life Time his full Share of my Estate aiready.” This will of
James 2nd was made in 1741, whereas Nathaniel died in 1737, which [its the case.

7. This logic based on the will of James 20d has already been accepted as proof of
parentage of Tive other children of James 2nd us in DeCoursey Fales' book.

8. Nathaniel Fales originally came from Dedham for the records of the First Church
of Christ. Congregational, of Bradford, show his reception by dismissal from the Dedham
Church of which James 2nd and his family were members.

(signed) Merton Sykes Fales

4 1 AN is copy to
Richard Fales in Cushing, Maine, just below Thomaston, who also goes back to David Fales, Esq. My
brother lets me follow this type of information.

(Continued on next page,
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The article from the PBostog Hersid American December 24, 1977, referred to
sbove reads:

Elderly pair beaten by juveniles in home

An siderty Dorchestar covpls was bestsn by two juveailss early ysstardsy
moraing when they surprised the intruders in their homs on Torrey Street.

Oliver Fales, 93, and his wile Alice, 80, were treated for injuries and held for
observation at Carney Hespital.

Police szid the victims wers bestan with bluat instruments sftar they went to
the {freat deer to investigate noises they had heard.

The youths fled but wers apprehended quickiys by pelice. They were
arrsigned yesterday in Derchester District Court.

A spokesman at the hespital said Mrs. Pales suffered 3 broksa noss and arm
and face iacerations. Fules was trested for lacerations of the eye aad face.

Mr. james I. Fales furnished the genesiogy which follows showing Ais linesge. For the
first three goneorstions, it is the same 8s that of the Robert Ordway Fales geneslogy:
7i ica referred to sbove.

The Fales Famity in America and Thomaston, Maine
by james T. Fales , —

Capt. Nathaniel* (Nathaniel®, James?, James!) Fales was born January 2, 1727 in Norwich,
Connecticut, and marriod Sarah Badger on May 18, 1749. They moved to Thomaston, Maine in 1769. He
died April 13, 1797, age 70. They had 7 children:

1. Elizabeth?d, b. January 25, 1750; m. Simeon Daniels, born in Norwich.
2. Nathaniel’, b. October 23, 1732 in Norwich, macried Zilphs Robbins, December
1781 7: in Thomaston June 19, 1834, age 82; his wife d. October 22, 1827
8 /0.
3.Sarah>, b. March 18, 1733 in Repperel; m. (1) Elisha Partridge, (2) john
Stackpale; resided and died in Thomaston: d. November 19, 1834, age 79. @ Q
4. James®, b. August 31, 1737 in Providence, Rhode Isisad; m. Deidamis jenks July 0 A
27, 1786; resided and died in Thomaston; d. April 13, 1342, age 83. Q
3. Rhoda>, b. March 27, 1760 in Norwich; m. Oliver Smith; resided and died in W
Thomaston: d. June 2, 1839, age 79. | | \@\
6. Hanash3, b. October 2, 1762 in Norwich; m. John Fales and resided in \
Thomaston and Nova Scotis.
7. Davidd, (See below)

Capt. Davidd Jr. Fales, 7th child of Nathaniel! and Sarah (Badger) Falss, was born in Norwich,
Connecticut on December 23, 1764. He marriad Abigsil Webb in Boston, Msssachusetts on August 14,
1788. He resided in Thomaston and died there on September 6, 1345, age 81. His wife died November 27,
1838, age 91. Capt. David® and Abigail (Webb) Fales had 14 children: Py

l1.and 2. uxzm.ned twins, b. October 21, 1789; d. same day.
3. Edward®, b. November 21, 1790; d. same month.
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" 4. Barnsbas®, b. March 3, 1790 (sic); m. (1)Diadama Phinaey, July 23,1818, (2)
Mrs. Mary Ann McArdel, April 13,1831. He mansaged a coffee and sugar
plantation in Cuba, Camiocs Plantation, and died October 1, 1340, aged 30.

Noyes‘. see below.

Nathan® b. January 28, 1796 aad resided in Washington, D.C.

Harriet®, b. November 14, 1797.

Mary Holmes®, b. October 19, 1799; m. OtisEdgarton. She resided in
Thomaston and died July 17, 1861, age 61. They lived in the David Jr.
house now known as Fernald houss.

9. Capt. Edward®, b. September 16, 1301 and moved to Califorais.

10. David®, b. Jeauary 2, 1804, twin; died young.

N

11 Georgo Vashingtond, b. January 2, 1804, tvin: moved to Washington, D.C. gQeof
12.Lewis TS, b. June 17, 1803; m. Antoinette Washburn May 12, 1833 and moved | 55 '

to Washington, D.C.

13. Villiam HoimesS, b. __ 1807; m. Sarsh Jenkins November, 1934; resided and
died in Ohio. —_—

14. Louiss®, b. May 10, 1810; m. Robert Dodge: moved to Brunswick.

Capt. Noyes® Fales, 5th child of Capt. David> and Abigail (Webb) Fales, was born in Thomaston
January 16, 1794. He married Lydia Fountain of St. George. Maine and resided in Thomaston. He died
in Thomaston at the age of 91 on October 31, 1885. His wife was born in 1799 and died December 18,
1877, age 78. They had 15 children: ' 4

1. Edward’,b. August 4, 1818; d. April 20, 1833.

2. Barnabus’.b. January 18, 1820 and died sbroad. .;

3. OtisE.’, see below. N

4. Abigail?. b. January 15,1824 m. _ Haskeil. Ap” YR

s. Antoinette’, b. December 20, 1823; d. September 20, 1326. : b

6. Nelson’,b. August 19, 1827; m. Sarah G. Piper, November 26, 1343; d. at ses f\ ‘
from ship, £. L. GilcArist, on passage o New Orieans. AN

7. William P.7, b, May 2. 1829 and died in Mexico. F

3. Sephronia’, b. May 27, 1831:d. May 3, 1837.ge 6. N

9. Helen M., b. December 26, 1833. i

10. Clementine’, b. January 23, 1836, twin; d. May 26, 1842, age 6.

11, Katherine’, b. January 23, 1836, twin; d. February 10, 1337, age 1.
12. Almeds’. b. September 13, 1837:d. April 30, 1861, age 23.

13. AnnE.7, b. January 13, 1840 and resided in Thomaston.

14. Mary T7, b. March 21, 1842,

15. "Little Georgie"7 (7). b. — ; from stone in Thomaston Cemetery.

Capt. OtisE.7 Fales, third child of Capt. Noyu‘ and Lydia (Fountain) Fales, was born Janusry 29,
1822. He married Sarah E. Rivers on September 21, 1841, resided in St. George and died there September
14, 1871, age 49. His wife wasborn in December, 1822 and died in St. George on October 2, 1872, age 30.
Capt. OtiesE.” and Sarah (Rivers) Fales had 2 children:

1. Lucy c3.b. July 12, 1843; m. Isaac D. Clark and resided in St. George: d.
September 10, 1386, age 43.
2. James T8, see below.

(Continuved on n%u:e;/ /
























