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John M.7 Fales

"Probably no citizen of Newton has
triumphed over greater difficulties
and adversities than has fohn M. Fales
of Newton, fasper County. = So begrias
his biography in Past and Present of
lasper Coupty. [owa Gen. James B
Feaver, fFditor in Chief, published in
Indianapoiss in 1912, The fife Arstory
of this John Fales reads like a tvpical
Amerfcan success story with overtoaes
of adventure and melodrama. At the
time of the writing of Ais life story, 1t
could be said: “Joha M Fales 1s now
one of Newton's substantial citizeas,
being worth over [fifty thousaand
dollars. He rs a fine type of the
self-made American citizen. " A
bistory of Jasper County published rin
1878 does not mention him.

The story begins on the next page
and is based eatirely on the Weaver
work WwWhich contains the following
disclaimer: “Fvery biographical
sketch in the work has been submitted
to the party interested, for correction,
and therefore any error of fact, If
there be any, s solely due to the
person for whom the sketch was
prepared”.

Afl quotations are from the same
book, . Additional details (including,
of course, everything after 1912) has
been furnished to us by Fldon £. Fales,
grandson of John M., who also supplied
us with & copy of the biography of
Jobn M Fales. e are very
appreciative of his help.

Photo Credits

Pages 6, 7 Donna 8. wyatt
Page B8 Anna Fales Beaver
Pages 11-15 Kevin G. Fales
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Blography and dessendante of
John M.7 Fales

The father of John MFales, Ellis® ( Peter. Peter?. Peter3. Peter?, James') Fales. was born in
Union, Maine, July 9, 1809. (See FFB, /ast issue, p.10 for more on Ais line ) He married
(1)Julia Ann (Julienna. in Donna Wyatt's work) Avery in Sheldon, New York. They moved to
Trumbull County, Ohio and later located in Fond du Lac County, Wisconsin. Ellis and Julia had nine
children, three of whom, with the mother, died of typhoid fever in Wisconsin. Ellis married (2) Electa
Tolmaa in Fond du Lac and bad three more children. He married (3) Mary Ann Tucker in Chickasaw
County, Iowa and had four more children. The family moved to Missouri, then back to Iowa, then to
Norton County, Kansas. Ellis Fales, a blacksmith, "aithough never having the advantages of a school
education, by constant reading at home. became a well posted man, and was able to hold his own in
debates with men much better educated than he. He died on September 16, 1888."

The Westward Migration of EllisbFales

. From Union, Maine to Nortomn County,
Kansas, Ellis Fales and his family moved
westward in stages in a pattern typical of
Americans in the 19th Century.

P
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John M.7 (EllisS, Peter3, Peter4, Peter3, Peter?, James!) Fales, was the sixth son of Ellis® and
Julia Ana (Avery) Fales (see FFB III, 2, 10). "He was born near Farmington, Ohio, April 17, 1843, and
with his pacentls, who pushed westward at an early date, experienced many of the hardships
coincident to pioneer life. He served in the Civil War, enlisting in Company A, Sixteenth United
States Infantry, Second Battalion on February 12, 1862, only 18 years old. His unit performed guard
duty at Columbus, Kentucky uatil February, 1864. Later he participated in the battles of Buzzard Roost,
Resaca, New Hope Church, Kenesaw Mountain, July 4, 1864, Peach Tree Creek, Atlanta and Jonesboro,
and subsequently, under the command of General Sherman, marched to the rear of Atlanta and was
under fire most of the war. When Sherman started for the sea, Mr. Fales, with his brigade, was sent
back to Lookout Mountain, where he was honorably discharged, February 12, 1865.

He returned to Chickasaw County and with savings from his army pay, he purchased seventy
acres of farm land. September, 1865, he married (1) Sarah J. Sisson.

The history quotes, in John's own words, his efforts-to build his first house on the land he
purchased on leaving the army.

...having no money, | worked for a Mr. Martin for ten days, for which I received one thousand feet of
native fumber, defivered at the saw-mill. Then I gieaned around and got 700 feet more and hauled it
to the mill. Ithen went to Mr. Paden, who owned the mill and bargained with him to saw my logs at
$10 per thousand. paving him in work by the day. I then got some logs and hewed my sills, eight
inches square. needing shingles, I went to Mr. Martin and bought a large black oak shingle tree for
$4 to be paid at harvest time. [ had the tree sawed into shingle blocks and hauled them to the
shingle factory. When | had the materials on the ground and ready to start the building, | went toa
Mr. Conner to help me put up the little house, which was to be 14 x I8 feet, 8 feet high. He was too
busy to help me, but said he could show me how so that I could do the work as well as he could.
When ready to raise the building I went to town to buy some nails. I had in my pockets but
thirty-five cents and went to a hardware store to buy two dollars worth of naifs. Being a stranger,
they would not trust me, but said they would fet me have the stull il my father would say it was all
right. Going to see my father, I found he had gone to the country, so 1 went back to the store. While
there a man came in who was doing some mason work for the store people and said he wanted to get
him a workman. | spoke up and asked for the job, which | secured, and after working two days was
able to buy my two doilars’ worth of nails. [ found a man who had a window he did not need and
worked for him until | had paid for the window. My wife being anxious to get into the house, we
moved in in the spring of 1866, with but one side of the roof on, one window in, a blanket doing
service for a door and the floor only temporarily laid. This is the way I built my first house. We
were both happy in this home of our own, though it was ever so humble, and when the building was
completed it was & very comfortable house.

But family troubles marred the young couple's life in their new house. "Shortly after their
marriage her step-mother died and her father, James Sisson, who was then well advanced in years,
was left alone. They took him into their family and he agreed to make them a deed to forty acres of
land which he owned if they would take care of him the rest of his life. Agreeing to this, they soid
their own place and moved to the home of her father, but this not proving to be a happy
arrangement, the deed was returned to Mr. Sisson, giving him back his land, and leaving them nearly
penniless. Thus Mr. Fales and his wife and little babe were turned out into the world by Mr. Sisson
without anything.”

They moved to Jasper County, Missouri, in 1870, but scon returned to northern lowa. *

Here at Fredericksburg, he operated a wagon shop and at this time his father-in-law again became a
member of his family. Mr. Sisson now being without funds, having deeded away his property and got
nothing for it, was dissatisfied and homeless, Mr. Fales, forgiving the harsh treatment he had
received at his hand, took him again to his home and took care of him from that time until his /7.
Sisson’s)death, which occurred in Newton in 1373, at the age of seventy-seven years. At this time
Mr. Fales was in very reduced circumstances. He moved to Newton in 1873 and on May 20, 1875, his
wife died after a long period of failing health, leaving five smal! chiidren. During her iliness and
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at her death, Mr. Fales' circumstances were such that he was compeiled to accept outside assistance,
and after her death homes were found for the two youngest children. One died shortly afterwards,
but the the other was reared by John Lamb and wife. The four children now living fc. 1912)are
Anna D., wife of Henry Metz, living in Idaho on a farm; Cora, wife of Charles Gifford, lives at
Cunningham, Washington; Sidney M. is engaged in the meat market business at Rigby, Idaho. He also
owns & farm near there: A. L. (prodabdly the child adopted by Mr. and Mrs. Lamb) tives in
New Mexico, engaged in missionary work.

On April 2, 1876, Joha M. Fales married (2) Mrs. Betsey Barker, “a native of Pennsylvania, the
daughter of Hiram and Eliza Gary. She was born November 16, 1348. To this union two children were
born, both now deceased as is the mother, whose death occurred on August 24, 1895. During the:atter
years of his life Hiram Gary, father of the second Mrs. Fales, was an inmate of their home, and he.died
at the age of eighty years."

The story of Joha M. Fales as it appears in the Jasper County history is replete with anecdotes
about his “early struggles and gradual rise to affluence.” While in the wagon repair business, he took
as part payment, an old wagon worth about ten dollars. From the parts of the oid wagon, he made 2
nowv one and traded it for a young horse which with a horse he already owned gave him a team.
Moving to Newton, he used the team to haul his family and belongings, sold them (z4e team, not bis
family, presumably) for $65 which he used to purchase two lots. Not long afterwards he traded the
lots and a house which he built for 120 acres of land, sight uaseen, in Cherokee County. After holding
the land for some time, he sold it for $1560 and with $1220 dollars of that money, he purchased eighty
acres near Newton. Thiseighty acres was sold some years afterwards for $40 per acre, with which he
purchased 91 1/2 acres of fine land in Fairview Township. His second wife inherited $1100 which
they used to buy 46 1/2 unimproved acres in Wild Cat Grove. He placed it under cultivation, added five
acres to it, making “a splendid little farm" worth (in 1912) about $250 per acre.

On February 26, 1896, John married (3) Mary C. Anderson. She was bora in 1861 in Sweden, the
daughter of Andrew and Margaret (Mathews) Anderson who came to America with six children in
1883. John M. and Mary C. (Anderson) had two children:

i. Peter Emerys Fales, see further.
ii.  John Melvin8 Fales, see further.

1.
2.
Tl/eﬁstory concludes:

) In ait be owns in Fairview and Palo Alto Townships 365 acres and two good residence properties in
! Newton, and he is algo part owner of one of Newton's best business blocks. He is now retired from
t!nlctivodutiuotlitendlivnquiouviahhmmmmm in Newton, where his two

policy.”
ohn M.” Fales died in 1917; his wife Mary, died in 1965 at the age of 94.
Q Joha Metvin® (Joha M7, EtisS, Peter5, Peter?, Peter?, Peter2, James!) Fules, was born 27

June, 1397, He died in 1939 in a railroad sccident. He married Gladys Wheatcraft in 1917 in Newton,
Iowa. They had 4 children:

i Doyle? Fales, resides in Denver, Colorado.
ii. Wayne? Fales, resides in Texas.

iii.  John? Fales, resides in Des Moines, Iows.
iv.  Jerry?Fales, resides in Monroe, Iows.

5 Peter Emery3 (John M.7, EllisS, Peter5, Petert, Poter3, Peter2, James!) Fales, was bora | May








































