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- Alfea Rog Fates of Isle La Molte. Vermont and Apotio Bescly, Fiartds, is undoudtadly e most
L2OWISAGeDSe FRISS QANSRIOISt OF R, FOr SLDICSL 15 POOIS ha DES SOSIERed 800 cVlectad 8818 o0 the Fales
1222Llp. o 28S Dowd BIOSTQEDArOUS Ly SERTIOG LAe FOSWILR of RIS iabors with one 3ol and especially with
the readers of the FFB. This past summer.Alan raxlived one rLisloag standing ambfticns: to travel to
Engiand to conlioms the Sesrchfor the apcestry of the progenfior of the Feles line in Americs, James.

ALt A2sproparad 8 detatied sccoudt of bis efYartsror our bemarit

The Search for James Fales
by Allen Roy Fales

Otften, times, n the study of genealogy, one learns not o much the absolute truth, but more likely a
series of possibilities that either uphoid or destroy the searched-for truth. Thus in searching for John Doe's (or
in this case, for James Fales's) birthplace, one might discover where he was NOT born.

Such was the result of my genealogical search for james Fales in England this past summaer. ! wish that
I could refate to you the place, time, and circumstances of James's birth, but [ cannot. More likely, I think ic
that I may be ablé to help our next searcher to proceed fastér and further.

But first the circumstances under which I made the trip. In 1952 we met with Bea and Jim Cox, in
Vermont, and discussed the possibilities of exch our VYermont homer for their home near London, for
perhaps a month. For several years it was difficult for al of us to arrange, but in 1985 we decided todo 80 at
all cost. Arrangementswere made for us (my wifeKay, myself, and Kay's sister, Harriet Ross)to fly to London
there to be met by Jim Cox, and driven to pins, a small town on the end of one of the “under- ground"
railway lines. Shortly after that the Cox's left for Vermont. The location of Epping made it convenient for me
to visiit necessary search areesin London after a short rail journey. Italso made it easy for my wife and het
sister to “sight-see” while I pursued genealogy. We did this about half of the days, and [ shared in the
sight-seeing the remaining days. We were in England or Scotland from August 16 to September 15.

Back to the search. 1 knew when I left on the
flane that ] had not done my homework thoroughty Table of Contents
' énd perused the data that [ had been collecting 101

years; I had edited it where necessary; 1 had
re-copled it toreduce volume; and [ had collated itby  The Searchfor JamesFales
topic and location. I had much help from John T.  Fineand Fancy Fiddling, Varsal Fales
Fales, and Judy Whipple, both of whom had known ol Massachusetts to Michigan, Part IV
the impending trip. john T.even mailed informatior ~  Fales, Boston City Directory, 1830-5
0 me after I arrived in Epping. But | had not  The Barnabas!]
exhausted the microfiche and microfilm resources ol Birth,MeganFales
the Church of the Latter Day Saints*. [ knew they  Birth David JonathanFales
had done much fiiming in England, but was still  Death: James Joseph Lynch
surprised by the thoroughness they employed; as1  Death: Roy George Fales
worked in London, I realized the wealth of  Death:Floyd Fales
information they have made available here in the Letter, Robert ]. Fales
states. 1 do believe that all of us working on this  Query,Mrs GracePittman
cause have been comprehensive in our seaf or  Query, StuartR. Johnson
many kinds of records here, but perhape because the  Query,Janice Gower
LDS materials are inconvenient to search, we have Query, DorotheaR.Griebel
been somewnhat negligent with them. Notes

Even worse perhaps thanmy negligenco With oo 111-4 tisted "Query, Dorothea R, Greibel”; &t
*Hereafter referred to s LIS should have listed "Query, Barbara M.George p. 16.
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these records, was the decided lack of information about 'ames Fales himself. As John T has noted so
‘requently in the FFB there are several theories about James!'s virth and ear.y iife, vt rone 5f trer have
been proven, and in fact, we have no assurance that the name was spelled as it is today, nor evenn fast thati
was close to that of today. Nor do we have substantial evidence of the place James came from. We canfaulitn.
one here, for all of us (and many ancestors too) have tried diligently without success [ relate all of thie
because, 83 you might imagine, the first three questions asked in every search are: 1. What is the name’
2. Howis {tspelled? and, 3. Where did it come from. None of these could [ answer with true sanviction
Before [ began the search, 1 had estavlished o, 2
in my mind that I wounid search under the following - i
spellings:  Fales, Fails, Vales, and Vails*, having
remembered wel, that some of the early signatures
(if they were signatures)of James! and Jjames? were
as Vales and Vaus. | also had planned to keep an
ogen mind as to the place o James’s birth, as t¢ the
place of departure from England, and as tothe place
of the family home.
My tirst stop was at the Generzl Register

Office St. Catherin's House, in Londorn, whete ail burth
marriage and death records have been held since
1837, the date of initiai registration. Here I 4id work
on my mother's famaiies, and for Jane Fales Roney. |
also searched under the name of Fales, realizing 1
could learn nothing about james, but hoping ! might R
see the name. [ did not. Nor was there a Fales listed R
in the London Phone directory Perhaps of intefest, ;
this ground floor series of three rooms with shelves
of books with stand-up tables between, was always
jammed with people. One could remove a book of the
proper first letter and date, place it on the tabie (i1
gpace was available) and search for an index item.

he books are approximately two feet square and £
inches thick, wighing about twenty pounds, and wer¢
fiying in all directons - occasionally unassisted by
human hand. Copies of records could be available fo1
pick-up in two days, or by mail in two weeks The
cost was five pounds, or about §7 at that time. [ was
successiul in locating some of my mother's ancestors
but did not find Jane's grandfather's birthplace, anc¢
as noted, no Fales.

Next I visited the Guildhall Library in London, Tinder the Tiock
one of the best {n town for local history. Again I E&y and Allen FRIesLn (hester, foglsnd

supplemented my files with maternal ancestraldata

(rom city directories dating from the early 1800's). Asusual there was noreference to the name Faies in the
card index, but on a later return to this library I wasable to gather some incidental information [ will rejate
later.

The third stop In my search was the PublicRecords Office of England, where all censusrecords are kepl
in the Land Regletry Office, just a few blocks away from St. Catherine’s House. Here again, 184 . produced
first census so I could not expect to learn about James, but as with St. Catherine's House, | was searching othet
families aswell. [spent just a fewhours there, mainly because the censusesare listed by parish location, and
in most cases 1 did not know the parish.

Actually, [ made several returntrips to each of these sources during the course of cur stay in England
as [ digested material and returned for more data, of returned tc plck up copies. Hvenmore time, I wouldalse
have visited Somerset House where all wills are registered. Scmerset House i the third and linal publu
records source operated by the British Government in London that could be searched. Because of myv doubts o
success there [ was postponing 8 visit untii later; the final resuit was that [ was anle 1o scan ndexes gt
subsequent sources which led me to beiieve that Somerset House would not be successful

*Throughout thie report all references to the neme Fales will algo refer to the three other spelling varietions, plus
others on a lege consistent basis.
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The fourth search, and certainly the most rewarding in termsof my primary objective, was the livrary
of the Soclety of Genealogiste* Thisisa society devoted to the study of genealogy in England which ciaims &
aave the most compiete coliection of genealogy in the country. Itis open world wide membership anc has ¢
very high percentage of accomplished genealogists, be they amateur of protessional. The lbrary ic strictly
genealogical, and is composed of three floors of “open-shell” materia., . e, microfilm, misrofiche, standard
poOkS, pamphlets etc, out-size publications maps. notes, letters, etc.

The Pumphouse, Maltings Lane Epplng, Essexiovaty
The Home of 4 len snd Key Feles Juring thetr sty in England

Ag luck would have it, the library had just been relocated when I chose t be there, and [ chased {rofr
one end to the center of town 1o locate it. But once there I was encouraged, I searched every source they hac
on Chester, London, Manchester, Liverpool, and many other towns [ searched the counties of Norfolk, Suffolk
Yorkshire, Cheshire, Cornwail, Manchester, plus others. [ searched all the indexes, maps, diaries, letters
difectories, SOG minutes, special files, out-sized materlats, anything that might lead to a clue. The library
indezes, of which there were probably five of six, ylelded nothing, as did most of the other materials,

While there at the SOG library, [ followed the printed directions for use of the library (they arequite
good), which besides recommending use of standard sousces such as indexes, etc, also recommended severa.
specific directions of search. One of these was a series of DOOKS (several shelves full) Rnown as Boyd's [ndes
which is a country-wide listing of marriages extending back into the 1500's. Thisindex yielded a significant
number of Fales (or similar) marriages between 150010 1650, the period when we know James to have settlec
in New England. These may help us to generalize an area for the family home. Because of the length of this
1ist, [ am not asking John T. to print it here, but I will make it available to anyone sending a self-addressed
stamped envelope.

*Hereafter referred to as SOG. Jo be copiinlied [y the RESY SRS

7o those of pou WISAIRE 10 contEct Alen Fales Ior more Information, S addressis.
8515 Rimtnicourt
Apallo Basch, Flarkis 33570

AlLfen Wil 3150 e SDASALAE SLOUT LIS EXPOIIELOES [0S LLRg o [umes Rales 11 ERgismd St the Fales
Family Revnton in Qriendo, Rebrusry 22, 1986, See psge 16 for maie chelails
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Fine and Fancy Fiddling from a Famous Fales Fiddler

Varseiaartest U Rajes of Delton, MIcRIgen, 1S, Sooarding to &l 800ounts, ane of thelipest liddiar i the
sigte. Qne pewspaperstory reads: (Varsal) topped three hours of Ifddiers Salurdsy wien e won lhe
NI -Fastioned Sutrmer Rest Friddiers Contestin Hastings. ... Fach coptestent hed to periorm & boedowsn or jig
in 2-4 time, & wailr in 1-4 time and 8 Quadrilie in 8- tme. " He has cumpeted 3BT Wit DASZY SUCE CORLESTS,
Inc/uding stete hemptonships, KD 15 bestdes, Fresident of the Mickigan Fiddlers Associstion. (For Varss/ s
SOnaR/og, See Donns Wyatl s, Massachucelts to Mickigen and Beyand, 165/- 19807 p. 10 thisissue ) Last
Wanler, SItar Luch Persussion, Varss! ipally sxt Jowzn and wrote Us 8 fJoog fetter talling usadout bimsealr,

Delton Michigan

an 23,1985
DearFales: January

Received your letter today and will try to answer, guessit's about time. We have enjoyed theold
family news very much. Was quite surprised when we first received the bulletin, have heard from the local
Falesabout italso.

[ haven't seen my sister this winter yet, except once on the phone. She goes quite a bit insome lady
circles atMethodist Church and also drives elderly ladiesa lot.

For the last month thisMichigan
weather hasbeen a problem. We, and
all surrounding areas, were without
electrical powes for about a week, due i<
the ice storm, about one inch of ice on
everything manylines down and tree
damage everywhere. Butbetweenthe
kerosene lamps and the Coleman camp
stove, our wood burner, the old pitcher
pump andeveryone'sgood neighbors,
we survived the worst storm ever, they
say, in Michigan. Since thenthe
temperature has falien tonear 20°
below zero and one and a half feet of
blowing snow -so haven'treally done
much eise but keep warm and get fed
three timesa day.

About the fiddle playing, [
started this when I was 7 years old on
dad’s fiddle at arural address near
Wayland, Michigan. Took § lessonson

o froma local girl named Smith that

izz1ed out. So I started violin lessons in
Wayland from a teacher named Glenna
Blue whoislong beenwedtoldon't
know who. She is nowin her 80th year
and lives near Lawton, Michigan. But
don 't knowher lastname, socant
contact her. They, her and sister and
three others, had a dance band, the first
I ever heard play old time and standard
tunes,at the Wayland Masonic Hall. “
However they also played at many
churchesand localfunctions. Were very
good atthe musicitself.

Of course ] ¢can read some but
play mostly by ear and memory stuff -
some of my own making. My grand- - : S
father, Orange Porter, my dad, John Miller, my mother Ella Morris Fales, and two of her brothers, Frank and
Orville, also played the fiddle and quite a few of the local boy's and friends,so I had lotsof encouragement








































